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he was shown to his amazement the text of a treaty which his master had been negotiating for the past year behind his back The draft was of the greatest moment, nothing less than a scheme for an offensive and defensive alliance between France, Austria, and Italy, but it was unsigned and umatafied because Victor Emmanuel exacted as the price of his adhesion the evacuation of Rome by the French troops The negotiations, however, were suspended, not broken, and the three sovereigns exchanged autograph letters to that effect Indeed, on May 38 Lebrun was dispatched to Vienna to hold a secret military conference with the Archduke Albert But of all this the chef de cabinet was kept m the darkest ignorance.
It was early in June, while Lebrun was at Schonbrunn concerting military operations with the Austrian Archduke/ that Bismarck requested Marshal Prim to renew his offer of the Spanish Crown to Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern As far back as the spring of 1859 the Prussian Chancelloi became aware that Napoleon was preparing a triple alliance against him, and in the Hohenzollern candidature he descried a chance of precipitating a conflict before the scheme of his enemy was matured The pride of France would never tolerate a member of the Prussian Royal Family on the throne of Spain, even though that Prussian was a Roman Catholic and moie nearly connected by blood with the French Emperor than with the King of Prussia. Bismarck was well aware of this The Hohenzollern candidature had been discussed confidentially in Berlin in 1869, and the Prussian Foreign Office was put in possession of the French objections. So when on July 3 the news came to Pans that Prince Leopold had accepted the offer of the Spanish throne, subject to the confirmation of the Cortes, the French Cabinet instantly flew to the conclusion that here was a plot carved and polished by a cunning hand for the humiliation of France. They agreed fhat the Prince would not have accepted the throne without the consent of King Wilham, and they received with imperfectly veiled incredulity the assurances of Von Thile that the Prussian Government had not stirred in the matter. An instant conclusion was arrived at that the candidature
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